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royal ransom, being taken out of the treasure-room
for  the birth of  the  expected heir.    It  is well,
sneered Chapuys, in the first days of September, that
she got it betimes, " otherwise she would not have
it now, for she has been for some time past very
jealous of the King; and, with good cause, spoke
about it in words that he did not like.    He told her
that she must wink at such things, and put up with
them, as her betters had done before her.   He could
at any time cast her down as easily as he had raised
her."     Frequent bickerings of this sort went on
during the last weeks of Anne's pregnancy;   but
on Sunday, 7th September, the day that was to
heal all differences came.     Henry had defied the
greatest power in the world, had acted basely and
brutally to his legal wife,  and had incurred the
reprobation of his own people for the sake of having
a son, and on the fateful day mentioned a fair girl
baby was born to Anne at Greenwich.
The official rejoicings were held, but beneath the
surface every one knew that a tragedy lurked,1 for
unless a son was born to Anne her doom was
sealed. Henry had asserted his mastership in his
own realm and had defied Christendom. He had
found that his subjects, however sulkily, had ac-
cepted his action without open revolt; and that
Charles, notwithstanding the insult to his house,
was still speaking softly through his ambassadors.
If a great princess like Katharine could thus be
repudiated without disaster to his realm, it would
1 Chapuys writes a day or two afterwards : " The baptism ceremony
was sad and unpleasant as the mother's coronation had been. Neither
at Court nor in the city have there been the bonfires, illuminations, and
rejoicings usual on such occasions,"